Title: Duties of Members - Separation from the World – Jose Francis Martinez

Purpose: To motivate Christians to be biblically separate from the world.

Introduction

1.
What are the duties of church members? 

a.
The biblical teaching can be summarized under 5 headings 1) Attendance in all the stated meetings of the church—Heb 10:25 “not forsaking our own assembling , as is the habit of some” 2) Financial Support of the work of the church—The bible is clear that the church has a common purse and this common purse is supplied by the tithes and offerings of the members  3) Promotion of Edification and Peace in the church—Eph 4:16 “from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love” 4) Support and Submission to the leadership of the church—Heb 13:17 “ Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account in order that they might do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.” 5) Living a godly life as a member of the church—2Tim 2:22 “Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”

b.
And this living a godly life branches out into 5 other areas. We have already considered four of them and the today we will consider the last: 1) Personal walk with God 2) Domestic godliness 3) Personal evangelism 4) the Proper Exercise of Christian liberty 5) Separation from the World.

2.
In dealing with this duty, I want us to consider two things: 1) The Basic Biblical Concept of Separation from the World 2) The Different Aspects Involve in Maintaining Separation from the World.

Trans:
So first of all let us consider…  

I.
THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD

A.
The biblical concept of separation from the world is best revealed in our Lord’s discourse in the upper-room the night in which He was to be betrayed.


1.
John 15:17-20 (READ) 

a.
Note here that Jesus makes a clear distinction between His disciples and the world. Repeated He says that His disciples are “not of the world” and that’s why the world hates them. 

b.
And by “world” Jesus here is clearly referring to the created moral order in active rebellion against God. His disciples are no longer part of that world.

c.
And why? Because He chose them out of the world—VS 19 (READ). It was this divine activity that created this separation or distinction between Christ’s disciples and the world. 


2.
John 17:14-17 (READ)

a.
Here the Lord Jesus continues to speak of the separation or distinction between His disciples and the world—the created moral order in active rebellion against God.

b.
And note that this separation is not geographic in nature—VS 15 (READ). In fact, later Jesus says that He would send His disciples into the world to  do a particular task —VS 18 (READ). Therefore, we must not think that separation from the world means geographic separation as was the error of monasticism. Although His people are “not of the world” they are to be “in the world”. 

c.
Furthermore, note also the continual divine activity needed to maintain this separation from the world — VS 17 (READ) “Sanctify them in the truth, Your word is truth.” The fact that Christ’s disciples are no longer of the world does not mean that there is no more need to maintain this separation from the world. Thus Jesus prays that God the Father would sanctify His disciples in the truth. Without this continual work of the Father in sanctifying Christ’s disciples in the truth, we all will soon end up being just like the world.

B.
Now this is the basic biblical concept of separation from the world. This separation is the result of divine action. This separation is not geographic in nature. This separation needs continual divine activity to maintain.  

Trans: But having considered that, let us move to consider 2ndly,

II.
THE DIFFERENT ASPECT INVOLVE IN MAINTAINING SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD


… And here we can summarized the biblical teachings under 4 headings.
A.
You are not to love the world so as to identity and participate in the things that characterizes it.

1.
1 John 2:15-17 (READ)

a.
This command does not mean that you, Christian, are not to love God’s work of creation or that you are not to have compassion for the lost—that would be contrary to the word of God. But what it means is that you, Christian, are not to be identified with the world and participate in the things that characterizes it.

b.
And what are the things that particularly characterize the world? Three things—VS 16 (READ) “the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life”.

a.
The “lust of the flesh” refers to the inordinate (excessive) and sinful desires of human beings. Quote: Lenski: “This is the sinful desire springing from the flesh or depraved nature which seeks sinful gratification.” Whether for pleasure, for honor, for sex, for money, for things, for control over others, etc. 

b.
The “lust of the eyes” refers to sinful cravings that find indirect satisfaction —watching certain movies or TV programs, looking over certain magazines, and reading certain books. You are not actually committing the murder or the cruelty or the adultery or any of the wicked acts the world is known for, but you may find the satisfaction of your sinful desires for these things indirectly. 

c.
Then we have “the boastful pride of life”. That kind of life lived in hallow arrogance that presumes that one can do it on its own— “I am the captain of my soul, I am the master of my own destiny”. “I did it my way”. 

c.
Not to love the world nor the things of the world means that Christians are not to identity with the world and participate in the things that characterizes it. 

d.
And why? Three reasons are given. 1) VS 15b (READ). 2) VS 16 (READ). The things that characterizes the world did not originate from God but from the world, which is under the power of the evil one. 3) VS 17 (READ). 

2.
James 4:4 (READ)

a.
To be a friend of the world here means to be one with world so as to live like it.

b.
And James warns that anyone who would be friend of the world so as to live like it would make himself an enemy of God.

3.
Christians must maintain separation from the world. You are not to be identified with the world and participate in the things that characterizes it.
B.
But another aspect of maintaining separation from the world is that you are to refrain from your former worldly attitudes and deeds.


1.
Eph 4:17-24 (READ)

a.
Since we Christians have already experienced that initial transforming and re-creative work of God through the Holy Spirit, then we must no longer live the kind of life we used to live when we were still unsaved. 

b.
And what was kind of life we used to live? A life lived without the true knowledge of God. A life lived where other things were more important than God.

2.
1Pet 4:1-3 (READ) 

a.
We Christians are to arm ourselves with the thought that we have died to the dominion of sin by virtue of our union with Christ. And therefore, we are to live no longer in pursuit of the lust of men but of the will of God.

b.
Besides, we have spent too long already living like the world and we must not waste anymore valuable time living like the world lives. 
C.
Then thirdly, another aspect of maintaining this separation from the world is that you are to carefully seek to discern and resist any wicked influence of this godless society. Romans 12:1-2...

1.
Context: In the previous chapters, Paul has dealt with the essential content of the gospel and the dual response to the gospel. Now beginning in Chapter 12, he deals with the ethical demands of the gospel. And note where he begins—VSS 1-2 (READ). 

2.
Assumed here is that the world still exerts a molding influence even upon Christians, who have received the saving mercies of God.  J.B. Philips: “ Do not let the world squeeze you into its mold”.

a.
Francis Schaeffer who said that whatever you find in vogue in the world, in seven years you will also find it in vogue in the church. This is true of the  roles of men and women in the home and in the church, ideas of child rearing, people’s attitude towards work and leisure, etc. 

b.
But this molding influence of the world must be resisted. You must carefully discern this molding influence and resist them—whether it comes through the media ( T.V., radio, music, newspapers, magazines) or from secular schools.  

3.
But how are to avoid or resist this molding influence of the world? The second half of Rom 12:2 provides the answer. The word “ but” is a very strong Greek adversative (alla). This indicates that the only way to avoid the molding influence of the world is for you to continually let yourself be transformed through the renewing of your mind. Prayer study the word of God and prayerfully implement that word. 

4.
And it is when you continually do this that you will prove in your own experience how really good, acceptable, and perfect is the will of God. You might that know by experience how really good, acceptable and perfect is the will of God revealed in His word. But if you study it and implement it—have your life transformed by it– then you will prove in your own experience how really good, acceptable, and perfect is the will of god.  
D.
Then fourthly, another aspect of maintaining this separation from the world is by resisting all entangling relationships with the ungodly.

1.
And among other things, this means that you are to avoid intimate, frequent companionship with the ungodly. 1Cor 15:33 (READ). This does not mean that you are never to associate with the ungodly 1Cor 5:9-10 “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world.” However, what it means is that we must avoid intimate, frequent companionship with the ungodly because somehow they will slowly influence us in a bad way. 

2.
Moreover, avoiding entangling relationships with unbelievers means that you not to pursue romantic interests with them or contract marriages with them.  

a.
1King 11:1-2,4,9 (READ). And remember that gods are not just literal idols but there many other idols of the heart, I.e. money, things,  honor and recognition, control and power, etc. 

b.
Nehemiah 13:25-27 (READ). The argument is from the greater to the lesser. If Solomon could not resist the wicked influence of his wives, how much more we who are not like Solomon in wisdom?

c.
And although under the NC those who already have unbelieving spouses are not to divorce them (1Cor 7:13-16), and yet Christians are not to pursuit any romantic interest with unbelievers or contract marriages with them—1Cor 7:39; 2Cor 6:14 (READ).

Conclusion

1.
One very sad reality is when you can hardly distinguished between Christians and non-Christians. This is not the will of God. 1Pet 1:16 “You shall be Holy, for I am Holy”.  God’s people are to be different because God is different.

2.
Therefore, ask yourself the question: Are you really different from the world? In terms of your priority— in the way you raise up your children– in the way you run your business– in the way you treat your helpers—in the way you spend the Lord’s day– in the way you treat your enemies? In areas you have failed, then run to Christ in repentance and faith.  

3.
But to you are who are strangers of Christ, if you try to be separate from the world without the saving work of Christ, at best you will end up like the Pharisees. You will be like a white washed tomb which on the outside appear beautiful but inside full of dead man’s bones and all uncleanness. Therefore, go to Christ for forgiveness and a change of heart. 

